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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY

Agreed Syllabus

All R.E. taught at Heacham Junior School is in accordance with the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2006.

School Population

Heacham Junior School caters for the 7-11 age range with approximately 160 pupils on roll.  Although many parents of our pupils declare a ‘C of E’ affiliation on school registration forms, the proportion of our pupils who have regular active involvement as members of a Christian Church is approximately ten per cent.

Special Difficulties/Considerations

a) The physical location of Heacham means that we are a considerable distance from other faith communities / places of worship. Our pupils’ everyday experience of the increasingly pluralistic nature of British society is, therefore, very restricted.
b) There is limited representation among staff and pupils of any other religions.

Time Allocation

R.E. is taught within the structure of the New Framework for Literacy.  It forms part of the Curriculum as Literacy Links.  The topics are taught intensively for half a term as outlined in Appendix 1 R.E. Topic Grid.  This is in addition to the intrinsic teaching of Religious and moral education through the humanities, creative art and science.

We aim to deliver approximately 45 hours of R.E. per academic Year.
The Aims of the Syllabus

Principle Aim

The aims of R.E in school cannot be limited to simply teaching Faith Stories to children nor can it be limited to moral education.  A great deal of the lives of the children in school today seems to be firmly rooted in the material world and our overall philosophy, in all aspects of education, must be to emphasise the intrinsic values, so that not everything is a means to an end, but that some things are good to do in themselves.  We need to create awareness in children that they do have a spiritual life which responds to others, to natural beauty in Creation and to other aesthetic forms in art, poetry and music.

Norfolk’s Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education should help pupils to discover what religion is by:

1. Acquiring knowledge and development understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions represented in Great Britain;

2. Developing an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures, and of how 
religion can enhance the lives of people who embrace it;

Developing the ability to consider and reflect on religious and moral issues in order to make informed choices in the context of a growing knowledge of the teachings of the principal religions represented in Great Britain;

Enhancing their spiritual, moral, cultural and social development by:

a) Developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences, and of how religious teachings can relate to them.

b) Responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions and to their own understanding and experience.

c) Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in light of their study;

Developing a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold beliefs different from their own, and towards living in a society of diverse religions

Objectives
There are two general objectives in the N.A.S.
1. Learning about religion.

2. Learning from religion.

More specific objectives are:

· To help the pupils to be aware of themselves as individuals and of relationships with others.

· To explore and interpret the natural world.

· To examine the phenomena of religion, that is, its discernible features, such as sacred buildings, and sacred writings.
· To inform the pupil of the religious heritage of his own country.

· To inform the pupil about the life and teaching of Jesus.

· To show how religion is expressed in terms of service and social concern.

· To help pupils to begin to understand religious language.

· To introduce pupils to religions other than Christianity.
Responsibilities

The implementation and monitoring of R.E is the responsibility of the R.E. Coordinator and the Headteacher.

In R.E., as in all other subjects, the role of the teacher is that of educator.  The right of individual teachers to exempt themselves from teaching R.E., and that of parents to withdraw their children from R.E. lessons is a legal entitlement.
Assessment
Assessment is carried out in line with the Level Descriptors set out in N.A.S. under the objectives of:

1. Learning About Religion.

2. Learning From Religion.
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