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MUSIC POLICY

This policy outlines our whole school approach to the teaching of Music in conjunction with the programmes of study for Key Stage 2.

Aims and Objectives

1. To implement the requirements of the National Curriculum for Key Stage 2.

2. To encourage pupils to enjoy music and develop an interest in this subject.

3. To help pupils to appreciate how music can be used to communicate ideas, overcoming international barriers and transporting the listener beyond the commonplace, thus promoting a pupil’s spiritual development.

4. To enable pupils to develop socially through the provision of opportunities for working with others, when maintaining one’s part while performing with a group and when working to enrich the work of others.

5. To cater for pupils’ moral development, by encouraging pupils to act responsibly when making decisions and when appraising the work of others.

6. To foster a pupil’s cultural development by helping pupils to recognise how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written.

7. To develop a pupil’s communication skills by helping children to understand how musical ideas can be recorded and by creating opportunities for them to share their ideas with others and perform to different audiences.

8. To teach pupils about the musical elements and how these can be used to create a musically expressive performance.

9. To extend qualities of concentration, self-discipline, co-ordination, co-operation, perseverance, independence, effective use of time, confidence and personality through musical activities.

10. To develop cross-curricular links and the integration of music in other areas of the curriculum.

11. To develop ICT skills when composing, arranging, performing and appraising music.

12. To enhance the pupils’ mathematical skills when dealing with the application of number in rhythmic relationships.

13. To develop a pupil’s thought processes, by encouraging pupils to work creatively, reflectively and spontaneously.

14. To develop a pupil’s problem solving skills, by helping them to achieve their intentions when composing and preparing to perform before different audiences and in different venues.

15. To provide such experiences as are in harmony with the skills and concepts of the child’s stage of development.

16. To help pupils see music as a dynamic medium for sharing and transmitting cultural differences within a community.

Teaching Style

The teaching of music at Key Stage 2 includes:

(i) opportunities for performing, composing, listening and appraising;

(ii) opportunities for singing and instrumental work;

(iii) opportunities for using ICT when composing, arranging, exploring, capturing, changing, combining and recording sounds;

As the pupils progress through Key Stage 2 they are taught to sing songs that are more complex and participate in instrumental work that is more challenging. Increasing levels of confidence, skill and expression are combined with a greater awareness of the contribution that each member of a musical ensemble can make. Pupils are taught to improvise and develop their own musical compositions in response to a variety of different stimuli with increasing personal involvement, independence and creativity. Children explore their thoughts and feelings by responding physically and emotionally to a variety of music from different times and cultures.

The Musical Elements

The Musical Elements that must be covered at Key Stage 2 are:

Pitch – gradations of pitch (High / low)

Duration – groups of beats / rhythm

Dynamics – gradations of volume

Tempo – different speeds

Timbre – different types of sound

Texture – different ways of combining sounds

Structure – different ways of organising sounds

Repertoire of Live and Recorded Music

A range of live and recorded music from different times and cultures is used to develop the pupils’ knowledge, skills, understanding and appreciation of the richness of their diverse cultural heritage.

Included in the repertoire at Key Stage 2 there is music from the British Isles and overseas, including classical, folk and popular genres. Well-known composers and performers are included in the repertoire.

Implementation

Music Lessons

Pupils are normally taught in form groups with opportunities for working in groups and as a class. These lessons are taught either by the class teacher or the music co-ordinator. Each class has a weekly music session.

Some music lessons are taught by a specialist music teacher. These lessons take place on Tuesday afternoons and they replace the normal music lesson. At the beginning of the school year each class is allocated a slot of lessons, so that during the course of the year each class spends the same amount of time with the music teacher. 

At the end of the Autumn term four weeks are usually allocated to choral preparation for the Christmas production, with all the pupils in Years 3 and 4 working together and all the pupils in Years 5 and 6 working together. This takes place on Tuesday afternoons when the specialist music teacher is present in school.
Music Room

Most music lessons are taught in the Music Room, where all the musical instruments and resources are stored. The Gymnasium might be used for activities that require a large space.

Music Syllabus

The core of the Music Syllabus is presently provided by Music Express

Noteworthy Composer (ICT).
Silver Burdett Books 2, 3 and 4 and Music Box (ICT) are also available.

Use of the Internet is also encouraged, whenever this is appropriate.

Many additional resources are also used. These also help to ensure that the aims and objectives of the National Curriculum are fulfilled.

Untuned and tuned percussion instruments are used regularly in lots of instrumental activities. Frequent use is also made of the school’s keyboards and overseas instruments.

Cross-curricular links are always sought and used whenever possible.

Music is played when pupils arrive for assembly and while they are leaving. It is carefully selected and is always linked, whenever possible, with the assembly theme, with whatever is happening in school or with the time of year such as the seasons within the Church calendar. 

Programmes of Study

The Units that form part of the Music Express Course are based upon the QCA Scheme of Work for music. The course is structured, so that there is progression within each book, as well as from one year to the next. Consistent musical development occurs because activities, that are undertaken, reinforce that which has been taught in the previous year groups. This progress is enhanced further by the use of ICT.

· Pupils learn about and sing songs from around the world including the British Isles.

· Pupils learn about music from different countries, periods and genres.

· Pupils receive a balance of listening, composing, singing, instrumental work, performing and appraising.

· ICT is used to enhance musical activities whenever possible.
Year 3 – MUSIC EXPRESS

QCA Unit 11:

The Class Orchestra

Exploring arrangements

This unit develops children’s ability to create, combine and perform rhythmic and melodic material as part of a class performance of a song.

QCA Unit 10:

Play it again

Exploring rhythmic patterns

This unit develops children’s ability to create simple rhythmic patterns and perform rhythmically using notation as a support.

QCA Unit 14:

Salt, pepper, vinegar, mustard

Exploring singing games

This unit develops children’s ability to recognise and explore some characteristics of singing games. It consolidates their sense of pulse and ability to perform with others.

QCA Unit 9:

Animal Magic

Exploring descriptive sounds

This unit develops children’s ability to create, perform and analyse short descriptive compositions that combine sounds, movement and words.

QCA Unit 12:

Dragon Scales

Exploring pentatonic scales

This unit develops children’s ability to recognise, and use pentatonic scales, and create short melodies and accompaniments. 

QCA Unit 13:

Painting with sound

Exploring sound colours

This unit develops children’s ability to create, perform and analyse expressive compositions and extend their sound vocabulary.

Year 4 – MUSIC EXPRESS

QCA Unit 12:

Dragon Scales

Exploring melodies and scales

This unit develops children’s ability to recognise, and use scales, and create short melodies and accompaniments. 

QCA Unit 11:

The Class Orchestra

Exploring arrangements

This unit develops children’s ability to create, combine and perform rhythmic and melodic material as part of a class performance of a song.

QCA Unit 10:

Play it again

Exploring rhythmic patterns

This unit develops children’s ability to create simple rhythmic patterns and perform rhythmically using notation as a support.

QCA Unit 14:

Salt, pepper, vinegar, mustard

                                            Exploring signals

This unit develops children’s ability to recognise and explore some characteristics of signals. It consolidates their sense of pulse and ability to perform with others.

QCA Unit 13:

Painting with sound

Exploring sound colours

This unit develops children’s ability to create, perform and analyse expressive compositions and extend their sound vocabulary.

QCA Unit 9:

Animal Magic

Exploring descriptive sounds

This unit develops children’s ability to create, perform and analyse short descriptive compositions that combine sounds, movement and words.

Year 5 – MUSIC EXPRESS

QCA Unit 19:

Songwriter

Exploring lyrics and melody

This unit develops children’s ability to compose a song with an awareness of the relationship between lyrics and melody.

QCA Unit 16:

Cyclic Patterns

Exploring rhythm and pulse

This unit develops children’s ability to perform rhythmic patterns confidently and with a strong sense of pulse.

QCA Unit 17: 

Roundabout

Exploring rounds

This unit develops children’s ability to sing and play music in two (or more) parts. They explore the effect of two or more pitched notes sounding together – harmony. They experiment with clusters of pitched notes and discover which combinations are ‘comfortable’ (concords), and which ‘clash’ (discords). They sing rounds and experiment with melodic ostinati to provide accompaniments. They play drones and single note accompaniments.

QCA Unit 17:

Journey into Space

Exploring sound sources

This unit develops children’s ability to extend their sound vocabulary, including the use of ICT, and to compose a soundscape.

QCA Unit 20:

Stars, hide your fires

Performing together

This unit develops children’s ability to take part in a class performance with confidence, expression and control.

QCA Unit 21:

Who knows?

Exploring musical processes

This unit provides an opportunity for children to develop and demonstrate the musical skills, knowledge and understanding achieved in Year 5. 
Year 6 – MUSIC EXPRESS

QCA Unit 19: Songwriter

Exploring lyrics and melody

This unit develops children’s ability to compose a song with an awareness of the relationship between lyrics and melody.

QCA Unit 17:

Journey into Space

Exploring sound sources

This unit develops children’s ability to extend their sound vocabulary, including the use of ICT, and to compose a soundscape.

QCA Unit 17:

Roundabout

Exploring rounds

This unit develops children’s ability to sing and play music in two (or more) parts. They explore the effect of two or more pitched notes sounding together – harmony. They experiment with clusters of pitched notes and discover which combinations are ‘comfortable’ (concords), and which ‘clash’ (discords). They sing rounds and experiment with melodic ostinati to provide accompaniments. They play drones and single note accompaniments.

QCA Unit 16:

Cyclic Patterns

Exploring rhythm and pulse

This unit develops children’s ability to perform rhythmic patterns confidently and with a strong sense of pulse.

QCA Unit 20: 

Stars, hide your fires

Performing together

This unit develops children’s ability to take part in a class performance with confidence, expression and control.

QCA Unit 21:

Who knows?

Exploring musical processes

This unit provides an opportunity for children to develop and demonstrate the musical skills, knowledge and understanding achieved in Years 5 and 6.
Special Needs

Teaching staff ensure that the programmes of study are delivered in a style that is appropriate to the needs and abilities of the children and that tasks are differentiated as required.

Multicultural Dimensions

Opportunities for learning about other countries and cultures are provided through songs and the instrumental work that are undertaken. Songs from around the world are included in the Music Express Course.

Music from around the world is played at the beginning and the end of assembly.

Extracurricular Provision

Pupils are also encouraged to develop their musical skills through the provision of extracurricular activities.

Choir

Children throughout the school are encouraged to join the choir, which performs regularly for members of the local community. Performing for a variety of audiences both large and small and representing the school on very special occasions, such as at the Village Carol Service, not only help the children to develop their musical skills, but also enable them to appreciate all that is essential to a good performance. Pupils with very good voices are offered the chance to perform as a soloist or as part of a duet or small ensemble.

Brass and Woodwind Lessons

Brass and Woodwind lessons are organised by the Music for Schools Foundation. Pupils can learn to play the flute, clarinet, saxophone, cornet or trumpet. They are taught in small groups.

Usually pupils can commence lessons at any time within the school year, but every two years a member of the Music for Schools Foundation visits the school and gives a special presentation to all the children in the school. Children who have been inspired and think that they would like to learn a brass or woodwind instrument are invited to return a week later in the evening with their parents to an event with the representative from the Music for Schools Foundation, where they have an opportunity to try the instruments and where the parents are fully informed of the commitment that they are about to make.

Bronze, silver and gold certificates are awarded and pupils who already have these certificates work towards their Grade One and Grade Two examinations. Pupils are also given a termly report.
Violin Lessons

Violin lessons are available for any pupils who would like to learn to play the violin and for pupils who have already begun learning to play the violin in their previous school. These lessons are taught by peripatetic staff. The pupils are taught in small groups.

Keyboard Lessons

Pupils who would like to learn to play the keyboard and piano are taught in groups of four, by a member of the local community, who is both an accomplished pianist and church organist. Each lesson lasts for half an hour.

Instrumentalists

Whenever certificates are awarded, the instrumentalists are encouraged to perform in assembly. 

Opportunities to perform in concerts for members of the local community are also offered whenever possible. If the school choir is visiting a nursing home or is giving a concert at a special event, instrumentalists who can play a piece of music are encouraged to do so! At Christmas they are asked to play something from the Christmas repertoire.

Resources

Musical instruments

The school’s collection of musical instruments is stored in the Music Room. As well as a large collection of tuned and untuned percussion instruments, the school also has some keyboards and a number of overseas instruments. 

Tuned Percussion

Chime bars

Soprano Diatonic Glockenspiels

Xylophone

Untuned Percussion

Claves

Tone Blocks

Guiros

Double Guiros

Castanets

Wooden castanets on handle

Maracas

Triangles – three sizes

Handle bells

Bell sticks

Cymbals

Finger cymbals

Tambourines

Tambours

Drums

Keyboards

Recorded Music

Music Express – Year 3

Music Express – Year 4

Music Express – Year 5

Music Express – Year 6

Silver Burdett Music Scheme – Books 2, 3 and 4

LISTEN AND LEARN    MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Included are three cassettes, a teacher’s guide and a workbook covering all the instruments in their instrumental groups. 

LISTEN AND LEARN    THE VOICE

Included are three cassettes, a teacher’s guide and a workbook covering treble, alto, tenor and bass, as well as the solo voice, duets, etc. and choral music. Good breathing is also considered.

ODI ACT 1 Active Listening with Percussion Instruments

(Tchaikovsky, Bizet)

ODI ACT 2 Active Listening with Percussion Instruments

(Borodin, Caroubel, Praetorius, Arbeau, Rameau, Delalande)

MUSICAL FORMS

SUITE     CONCERTO     SONATA      SYMPHONY

Included are three cassettes, a teacher’s guide and a pupil’s workbook.

Music featured includes music by J.S. Bach, Milhaud, Corelli, Boieldieu, Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert)

MUSICAL FORMS

CANON      FUGUE     VARIATION         OVERTURE      

SYMPHONIC POEM

Included are three cassettes, a teacher’s guide and a pupil’s workbook.

Music featured includes music by J.S. Bach, Pachelbel, Berlioz, Rossini, Bizet, Sor, Boieldieu, Ravel, Monteverdi, Purcell, Mozart, Debussy, Borodin, Franck)

The Classical Collection

(Set of 6 cassettes featuring the music of Beethoven, Schumann, Schubert & Liszt) 

THE ESSENTIAL CLASSIC COLLECTION

(Six cassettes featuring music by many composers on the following themes: Meditation, Orchestral Fireworks, Dance, Nocturne, Pomp and Circumstance, Grand Opera)

SOUNDS OF THE VIKING AGE

(Panpipes, Lyre, Bone Flute)

SOUNDS OF THE ROMAN WORLD

(Trumpet, Lute, Reed-Pipes)

MUSIC OF THE STUART AGE (Cassette)

THE YORK WAITS Popular Music of the Seventeenth Century. (Cassette)

JOHANN SEBASTION BACH (1685 – 1750) (Cassette)

GEORG FRIEDRICH HANDEL (1685 – 1750) (Cassette)

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART (1756 -1791) (Cassette)

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN (1770 – 1827) (Cassette)

FRANZ SCHUBERT (1808 – 1878) (Cassette)

TCHAIKOVSKY (1840 – 1893) (Cassette)

The Great Composers TCHAIKOVSKY (2 Cassettes)

THE ESSENTIAL HYPERION HIGHLIGHTS (CD)

(Features the music of many composers and a range of instruments)

CD Classics THE COMPLETE CLASSICAL SELECTION made simple.

(Features the music of Handel, Bach, Clarke, Beethoven, Haydn, Mozart, Mussorgsky, Rossini, Tchaikovsky, Bizet, Debussy, Elgar)

100 POPULAR CLASSICS (5 CD Set)

(Features best loved works of the great composers)

100 POPULAR CLASSICS (5 CD Set) VOLUME 2

(Features best loved works of the great composers)

The CLASSICAL Mood        Air of Spring    (CD)

(Features music by Grieg, Delius, Vivaldi, Mendelssohn, Schumann, Schubert, Tchaikovsky, Mahler, Weber, Delibes, Mozart, Smetana)

The CLASSICAL Mood        Music for a Summer’s Evening (CD)

(Features music by Mozart, Delius, Chopin, Mendelssohn, Borodin, Gershwin, Vivaldi, Debussy, Puccini, Tarrega, Canteloube, Beethoven)

MOZART Musical masterpieces (CD)

CLASSICAL MASTERPIECES (Cassette)

VOICES The Glory of the Human Voice (2 CD Set)

CHORAL MOODS (2 CD Set)

HYPERION (CD)

(Features the music of many composers)

THE SIMON RATTLE COLLECTION SELECTION (CD)

(Features the music of many composers)

OPERA 1991

(Includes music by Mozart, Wagner, Strauss, Gounod, Janecek)

GLUCK Italian Arias (CD)

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SONY CLASSICAL COLLECTION (CD)

(Features music by Sibelius, Handel, Debussy, Rachmaninov, Brahms, Mussorgsky, Schubert, Britten and other composers)

HIGHLIGHTS FOR 1998 (CD)

(Features music by Bruckner, Schubert, Brahms, Berlioz, Mahler, Liszt, Wagner & other composers)

THE GRAMOPHONE AWARDS 1991 (CD)

(Features music by Beethoven, Brahms, Schubert, Casken, Sibelius,, Mozart, Shostakovich, Faure, Palestrina, Handel, Sondheim, Nielsen and other composers)

THE GRAMOPHONE AWARDS 1993 (CD)

(Features music by Grieg, Haydn, Debussy, Hindemith, Poulenc, Brahms, Gershwin, Rachmaninov, Mendelssohn and other composers)

THE GRAMOPHONE AWARDS 1994 (CD)

(Features music by Monteverdi, Bernstein, Schoenberg, Barber, Bach,  Britten, Bruch, Delius,, Tchaikovsky, Berlioz, Bartok, Mahler and other composers)

THE GRAMOPHONE AWARDS 1996 (CD)

(Features music by Prokofiev, Scarlatti, Grainger, Vivaldi, Haydn, Gerschwin, Sibelius, Handel, Schubert and Richard Strauss)

THE CHANDOS SOUND OF BRITISH MUSIC (CD)

(Features music by Walton, Britten, Elgar, Ireland, Parry, Delius, Vaughan Williams, Stanford, Holst, Arnold and other composers)

CD GMN.COM

(Features the music of Bach, Debussy and Stravinsky)

GRAMOPHONE Editor’s Choice (A collection of CDs)

(Featuring the work of many composers)

CD A TASTE OF THINGS TO COME

(Features music by Vivaldi, Handel, Monteverdi, Bach, Mozart, Bernstein, Grieg, Widor),

CD LISTEN TO THE FUTURE

(Features music by Beethoven, Handel, Debussy, Schumann, Brahms, Massenet, Purcell, Vivaldi, Mendelssohn)

CD INTRODUCING CLASSICAL MOOD    SAMPLER

(Features Eine kleine Nachtmusik, Summertime, Pastoral, Air on the G String, Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves, Brahms’ Violin Concerto, Handel’s Largo)

RUSSIA THE CLASSICAL REVELATION (CD)

(Features music by Rachmaninov, Brahms, Puccini, Chopin, Richard Strauss, Schumann, Beethoven, Debussy, Shostakovich and Britten)

Ultima (CD)

(Features the music of Dukas, Vivaldi, Mahler, C.P.E. Bach, Tchaikovsky, Granados, Vaughan Williams, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Bruckner, Haydn, Schubert, Handel, Shostakovich, Dvorak, Purcell)

CD Boulez at 70

(Features the music of Stravinsky, Debussy, Mahler, Webern, Bartok, Messiaen, Ravel)

JEAN PIERRE RASLE “CORNEMUSIQUES” THE REAL SOUNDS OF FRANCE (CD)

CD Andreas Scholl Portrait

(Features 17th & 18th Century Music including Bach)

CD YOSHIKAZU MERA counter–tenor PORTRAIT CD

TRAVELLING BY TUBA (Features music of all kinds played on the tuba)

FLUTE & SITAR MUSIC OF INDIA  Meditational Ragas (CD)

Sumaj Rumi AYRACHI Traditional Music from the Andes (Cassette)

THE PEKING BROTHERS Chinese Traditional Music (Cassette)

GREEK INSTRUMENTAL (Cassette)

LOSUROS PUNO PERU Peruvian Folk Music (Cassette)

TURVAPAIKKA (CD) (A Scandinavian Choir)

WORLD MUSIC (CD)

(Features examples of music from India, Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Japan, China, Korea & Bali)

ISIZwE  (Features music from Zimbabwe)

Marimbas – Out of Africa (CD)

African Music for Children (CD)

STREET VIBES XYLOPHONIC STREET BEAT (Cassette)

CD The Best Musicals in the World . . . Ever!

CD   JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT

CD Every Note Paints a Picture (Film and Television Music)

LISTEN TO THIS! KEY STAGE 2 (CD)

(Samples of many different kinds of music)

GROWING WITH MUSIC (KEY STAGE 2) (2 Cassettes)

(A collection of songs and other music with course book)

CD CAROLS FROM A CATHEDRAL

CD Favourite CHRISTMAS CAROLS

CD It Must Be Christmas

SILENT NIGHT – THE LONDON FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA

THE ESSENTIAL CHRISTMAS ALBUM

CD ROMs 

TRASH – Rhythm / melody / Dynamics / Arrangement

Other Useful Resources

Book: MAKING MUSIC (with information on many different instruments, the musical elements, different kinds of music & making music)

Posters etc. of different instruments, including the orchestra, etc.

White Board with the staves already marked.

Assessment

Assessment is carried out in accordance with the Heacham Junior School Whole School Assessment Policy.

Pupils’ work is assessed using the National Curriculum Level descriptors.

Appraisal sheets are also used and these are sometimes completed following a listening and appraisal activity. Pupils are not expected to complete every column, as it is deemed better to focus their attention upon certain aspects. Different sheets for each year group help to ensure that there is progression.

Taped recordings & ICT are also being used and developed to help teachers and pupils to assess work and progress in music.

Role of the Co-ordinator

The teaching of music is closely monitored by the co-ordinator, who ensures that all members of staff feel confident about each lesson that is to be taught and that the Music Room is available and ready. The co-ordinator also ensures that children have the chance to participate in special events, whenever the opportunity arises.
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