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Aims and objectives


The aims of our library are:

· to promote the enjoyment of reading

· to extend children’s learning experiences;

· to develop children’s skills as independent learners;

· to support teaching and learning;

· to enrich the curriculum;

· to provide opportunities for children to access resources by themselves.


Organisation


Our school library is a centre of learning that we make accessible to all the children and staff at our school. We have checked that the library is accessible not only to wheelchair users, but also to pupils and members of staff with other disabilities. The resources within it promote inclusion for all our children. 

 
The physical environment of the library is designed to stimulate the exploration of resources, both for work that has been set, and for personal study. Recent refurbishment has improved the environment considerably, with brightly coloured seating, rugs and lower shelving, to facilitate access for the younger children. It is now a welcoming area in which children can work and browse.

The library has collections of fiction and non-fiction resources. 
           Each classroom also has a small fiction collection. 

           In July 2007, a new computerised library system was installed, allowing         

           more efficient cataloguing. In addition, the children are able to carry out searches for books and current loans, using the computer.
            All Teaching Assistants and teachers have received training on the new system, allowing them to scan books during Library sessions.

Children may borrow two books at a time and may renew books. Weekly lessons are allocated to each class, so that regular use of the Library is encouraged. In addition, the Library is staffed several days a week, at break, by the designated Teaching Assistant supported by pupil librarians, who are trained to assist with general library duties.

Resources


The co-ordinator, together with the assistant ensures that, when placing orders for new stock, the reading abilities of all our children are catered for. Non-fiction purchases consider the children’s interests as well as the curriculum. Above all, the Library is intended as a resource for the children, rather than as a reference for Teaching Staff. Children’s views on books are recorded and shared with other pupils.
           Since the installation of the computerised system in July 2007, a massive replacement of stock has been made, ensuring that our resources are up-to-date, attractive and relevant to the needs of our pupils. We will continue to carry out an annual review of books and we expect to replace approximately 10% of stock each year. Purchases are financed, partly from the school budget and partly from a free book allocation from the Puffin Book Club.
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