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 HISTORY POLICY

This policy outlines our whole school approach to the teaching of history in conjunction with the programmes of study for Key Stage 2.

Aims and Objectives

1. To implement the requirements of the National Curriculum for Key Stage 2.

2. To assist pupils to develop a sense of identity through learning about the development of Britain, Europe and the World.

3. To provide a variety of activities that will stimulate an interest and understanding of events and life in the past.

4. To develop a sense of chronology.

5. To help pupils to appreciate how life and the world, in which they live, have changed over time.

6. To assist pupils to appreciate how the present is influenced by past events.

7. To help pupils to identify, appreciate and understand how the past has been represented and interpreted in different ways, as well as to give reasons for this.

8. To develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation.

9. To develop a variety of skills that will enable pupils to extract and combine information from a range of sources.

10. To encourage the use of ICT and the school library when developing the pupils’ research skills.

11. To develop a pupil’s ability to communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways.

Implementation

Geography is taught in one half term block per year per year group (see curriculum map for KS2). During this time the subject is taught in a cross-curricular way through both discrete geography sessions, through the Literacy framework and via other relevant curriculum areas such as art. In this way there is a more concentrated input of geographical skills as outlined in the National Curriculum. The coverage will be roughly equal to 45 hours each year.

Clearly stated objectives and carefully structured plans enable the pupils to achieve the aims and objectives outlined.

Living history days, fieldwork and visits to places and sites of historical interest and significance, usually local but sometimes further afield, are organised at appropriate times, in order to develop further the pupils’ historical knowledge and understanding.
Progression

Progression will be accomplished through:

(i) the breadth of studies;

(ii) the complexity of sources and data, as well as the complexity of the tasks that are set;

(iii) the precision required in intellectual tasks;

(iv) the application of knowledge, skills and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum at the different levels.

Assessment

Assessment of children’s work is continuous and may take several forms:

(i) Use of and interpretation of historical sources

(ii) Written tasks including structured narratives

(iii) Tests requiring accurate factual information

(iv) Role–play – showing understanding and awareness of different values and attitudes.

Special Needs

Teaching staff ensure that the programmes of study are delivered in a style that is appropriate to the needs and abilities of the children and that tasks are differentiated as required.

Multicultural Dimensions

Opportunities for learning about other countries and cultures are provided in the content of topics covered. The range of work is appropriate for pupils from all cultural backgrounds.

Role of the Co-ordinator

The long and medium term planning are monitored by the co-ordinator for pupils throughout the school. The co-ordinator ensures that topics are well resourced. It is also the co-ordinator’s responsibility to monitor the subject. A portfolio of work from across the school is kept by the co-ordinator.
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