[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]H

e

a

c

h

a

m

J

u

n

i

o

r

S

c

h

o

o

l

Heacham Junior School


MODERN LANGUAGES

                                            Aims and Objectives

T                             The objectives around which this syllabus is built are as outlined in                                                                                             Modern Foreign Languages in the National curriculum for Key Stage 2.

These are:

1. To develop the pupils’ listening, speaking, reading and writing skills when they are seeking to communicate in the modern foreign language;

2. To develop the pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the modern foreign language;

3. To develop the pupils’ cultural experience by setting activities within the areas of experience as outlined in the National Curriculum.

4. To encourage enjoyment, enthusiasm and interest;

5. To encourage active involvement and self-expression through activities that bring together all the requirements of the National Curriculum;

6. To improve and extend qualities of concentration and personality;

7. To provide such experiences as are in harmony with the skills and concepts of the child’s stage of development.

Teaching style

The teaching of the modern foreign language includes:

(a) exposition by the teacher;

(b) oral participation involving teacher and pupil and in working groups in the modern foreign language;

(c) listening to a variety of sources by a variety of speakers;

(d) exposure to a variety of written sources with opportunities for appropriate responses.
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In the initial stages the introduction and presentation of the language are predominantly oral in nature, either by the teacher or, with the aid of a variety of audio and visual schemes, by native speakers.  Direct involvement and practical participation are emphasised.  Written activities are usually introduced only when structures and vocabulary have been fully assimilated.  The balance of oral, listening, reading and written activities is otherwise consistent throughout years 5 and 6.  As far as is possible and practicable the presentation of the language is dominated by the use of the target language with minimum interference by the mother tongue, the aim being to encourage pupils to think and operate by means of direct exposure to the language being studied. Whenever possible, links are made to other areas of the curriculum.

Organisation

Modern languages are introduced in Year 3 and are continued throughout Years 4, 5 and 6.  The time allocation is a weekly 60-minute taster lesson, for one term during the year, in both Year 3 and Year 4, 1 hour in Year 5 and 1 hour 20 mins  in Year 6.  The pupils are taught in mixed-ability groups.

Assessment and Records of achievement

Pupils’ progress is recorded by:

(a) continuous assessment and monitoring within mixed ability groups;

(b) periodic testing;
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