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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY POLICY
Introduction

This policy is an outline of our approach to the teaching of Design and Technology and a reference point when any decisions concerning the subject are made.  It reflects our thinking in terms of teaching and learning, assessment, recording and reporting.  It has been agreed by all teaching staff and approved by the Governing Body.  The Design and Technology coordinator is responsible for the implementation of the policy. It will be reviewed on a yearly basis by the coordinator and monitored by the Head teacher and Education Committee of the Governing Body.

Aims of Design Technology

1. To provide opportunities for children to acquire and practise a range of practical and social skills whilst designing and making products.

2. To adopt a structured but flexible approach in order that children learn in a way appropriate to their level of development.

3. To nurture an enthusiasm and interest in design and technology.

4. To highlight an awareness of the ways in which people from the past and present have used design and technology to meet their needs.

5. To provide a range of activities which increase design awareness whilst developing children’s capabilities and confidence, to promote “thinking skills” such as forming hypotheses and making critical judgements as well as developing an ability to evaluate their own products and those of others.
Implementation

Design Technology is a topic focus for half a term.  This equates to approximately one and a half to two hours per week.

There are opportunities in each year for investigation, disassembly, evaluation, focused practical tasks and designing and making assignments. These topics have been planned across the key stages in order to ensure progression.  In the course of the four years there will also be opportunities to work with a range of materials and to develop designing skills, making skills, as well as their knowledge and understanding.
The scheme to which we work has been compiled by the Design and Technology coordinator but is strongly influenced by the QCA Scheme; a range of sources have also been used.  Relevant links with other subjects have been identified in the scheme of work.  Information Technology is used to enhance units of work.

The teaching of Design Technology is the responsibility of, in most cases, non-specialist class teachers.  Classroom assistants are timetabled to support some year groups.  Year groups are not set but are taught through normal whole-class teaching.

As well as practical capabilities safe use of tools/material and planning/organisational skills are stressed.  Drawings, plans and evaluations are retained.  It is our belief that those processes are as important as the final product.  Some, but not all, outcomes are photographed or stored in slide show format.

The activities that have been selected in our scheme of work are of equal relevance to boys and girls from all cultural backgrounds and should encourage each child to develop an interest and experience in all areas of the subject.

There is active involvement by all children in Design and Technology tasks.  It is usually necessary to adapt instructions or activities to suit children with special needs.  In special cases a school assistant may be present. The scheme allows those children with particular talent in Design Technology the scope to extend their experience and knowledge.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment is viewed as part of the teaching and learning process.  Parents receive an appraisal of their child’s performance in the annual report to parents each Summer Term.  This encompasses comment on their behaviour, confidence, attitude and approach as well as their designing and making capability.

Resources

The scheme of work includes a guide to the use of tools, material and equipment.  All tools and equipment are centrally based and it is the responsibility of the Design and Technology coordinator to ensure stock is maintained.
Health and Safety
Health and safety awareness is an integral part of our teaching and learning.  Children are taught the safe use of tools and staff insist on good practice.  Craft knives are only used by Year 6 and then under direct supervision.  Food safety procedures are listed in the scheme of work and are followed by all members of staff.

Role of the coordinator
The coordinator is responsible for providing guidance to individual members of staff.  It is her role to ensure that resources are maintained and organised.  Relevant development at local and national level will be disseminated and she will constantly monitor and review the success of the scheme of work.
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Heacham Junior School
Design Technology Content Progression
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Introduction


	Hand Drill

Safety Cutter

Paper Drill

Large Needles

Vice

Utility Snips

Small Knives

Peelers

Stapler

Hole Punch


	Bench Hook

Coping Saw

Whisk

Grater

Various Needles 

Trimmer

Low-melt Glue Gun

Junior Hacksaw

G-Clamp

Sanding Block
	Craft Knife

Iron


Food Handling and Hygiene
Hygiene and Cleaning
Food tasting activities take place in classrooms and areas are prepared with care. The area is thoroughly cleaned by prior to food activities.  Hands are washed in hot water whatever the activity and aprons are worn by children and staff alike. Washing up liquid, disposable dish clothes and clean tea towels are used each time.  These are washed in the school kitchen washing machine, as are the aprons.  Food waste is disposed of in the flip-top bin with bin liner.
Long hair is tied back and jewellery removed during food work.

Food Purchase and storage
Individual members of staff purchase the food, which is required for their activity.  No charge is made to the children.  This is funded from the Design Technology budget.  Proof of purchase receipts are submitted to the Administrator who then refunds the amount.  Perishable foods are bought and eaten on the day, kept cool and if necessary refrigerated.  The school’s refrigerator presently resides in the staffroom.    

Helpers and Staff Training

The Design and Technology coordinator attends courses on food technology and it is her responsibility to ensure that helpers and staff are aware of the regulations associated with safety, hygiene and efficiency.  She has successfully completed the Basic Food Hygiene course. 
First Aid
Mrs Diane Sycamore has specific responsibility for first aid in the school

Parental Consent

At the beginning of each session we seek parental permission for pupils to taste food and find out about special dietary needs.
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Design Technology Resources

Published Books
Design and Technology Through Problem Solving

100 Embroidery Stitches

Working with Food in Primary Schools

Skills in Design

Skills in Construction

Brainwaves – Designing and Making

Primary Design

Join It

Gears, Levers, Pulleys and Magnets

Move it with Levers

Designing and Making from Story

Into Gear

Designing and Making Ideas Bank

Brainwaves – Designing and Making

Towards Technology

Lets Make it work with Magnets

The TTS Tools Manual

Amazing Models – Rubbers Bank Power

Design and Technology 5-12

Teaching Technology – design and Use K.S.2

Teaching Technology K.S.2 Thames and Topics

Design Technology Resources

	Textiles

Fabrics – assorted

Threads – assorted

Wools – assorted

Wadding

Fabric crayons

Fabric paints

Dyes

Fabric pens

Pins

Bodkins

Needles

Tape measures

Fabric Scissors

Pinking shears

Sewing machines


	Mouldable materials

Plasticine

Clay

Material for papier maché

Plaster of Paris

Modroc

	Framework Material

Paper straws

Plastic straws

Dowelling

Stripwood

Balsa wood

Lollipop sticks

Pipe cleaners

Soft wire

PVC tubing
	Mechanical Components

Wheels – card, wood

Gear wheels

Pulleys – various

Syringes

Plastic tubing

Connectors for tubing

	Adhesives and fastenings

Sellotape

Masking tape

Sticky pads

Glue sticks

PVA

Copydex

Drawing pins

Blu tac

Wallpaper paste

Paper clips

Paper fasteners

Panel pins

Stapler

String

Wire

Low Temp. Glue gun
	Tools

Scissors

Snips

Safety cutters

Staples

Junior hacksaws

Coping saws

Small hammers

Bench hooks

G. Clamps

Safety rulers

Vices

Tubing cutter

Glass paper

Sanding blocks

Mitre block 

Pliers

Jointers

Hand drills


	Construction Kits

Technic Lego

Lego Dacta Pneumatics

First Gear

Tactic

Connect-o-Mech.
	Sheet Material

Paper – assorted

Tissue paper

Card –assorted

Cardboard

Corrugated plastic

Sheet

Corrugated paper

Foil

Hardboard



	Graphics

Pencils – HB,2B,4B & 6B

Pencils- coloured

Wax crayons

Pastels

Paints

Felt-tips

Coloured inks

Spray diffusers

Paper and card – various

Stencils


	Tools for Paper and Card

Craft knives

Rotary cutter

Wavy cutter

Compass cutter

Perforation cutter

Cutting mats

Hole punches

Safety paper cutters

Paper drill

	Food

Rotary whisk

Wire whisk

Sieves

Knives

Mixing spoons

Spatulas

Peelers

Rolling pins

Graters 

Chopping boards

Kitchen scales

Measuring jug

Disposable cloths

Tea towels

Aprons
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