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General Introduction

The objectives of the charging and remissions policy in the Education Reform Act 1988 are:

-
to maintain the right to free education.

· to establish that activities offered wholly or mainly during normal teaching time should be available to all pupils regardless of their parents’ ability or willingness to help meet the cost.

· to confirm the right of the school to invite voluntary contributions to the benefit of the school, or in support of any activity organized by it, whether during or outside school hours.

The Governing Body of Heacham Junior School recognizes the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities, including clubs, visits and residential experiences, can make towards pupils’ personal and social education.  They therefore aim to promote and provide such activities both as part of a broad and balanced curriculum and as additional optional activities.

Charges

The Governing Body reserve the right to make a charge in the following circumstances: -

1. Materials ingredients and equipment used in school -based activities.

The Governing Body may charges for ingredients, materials and equipment or require them to be provided, if parents have indicated, in advance, that they wish to own the finished article.

2. Educational visits and journeys in school time.

a)      Day Visits.

To enable educational visits to be made, the cost per child to cover transport, admission charges etc. will be made known in advance.  Voluntary contributions may be requested.

(b)       Residential Visits.

The cost of any proposed visit will be made known in advance.  This will be broken down into: -

(i) Board and Lodging

(ii) Other costs

The viability of the journey will be judged from the parental response in terms of voluntary contributions and will not be formally offered until it seems certain that all costs can be met.

3. Educational visits and journeys outside school hours where parents wish their children to be involved in activities which take place wholly, or more that 50% outside school hours, charges will be made.  These will cover the cost of travel, insurance, board and lodging, materials, entrance fees, supervision by staff and the costs of an instructor if such should be necessary for any specific activity.

4. Breakages, damage loss of books and equipment in accordance with the Governors’ disciplinary policy published elsewhere.

General 
The Governing Body may, from time to time, amend the categories of activity for which a charge may be made.

Remissions

Where the parents of a pupil are in receipt of the following benefits the Governing Body will remit the full cost of Board and Lodging for any residential activity that it organises for the pupils if the activity is deemed to take place within the school hours.

· Income Support

· Income Based Jobseeker’s Allowance
· An income-related employment and support allowance
· Support under part VI of the Immigration  and Asylum Act 1999

· Child Tax Credit, where the parent is not entitled to Working Tax -Credit and whose annual income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) does not exceed £16,190. 
· Guaranteed State Pension Credit

If parents are unable to make a voluntary contribution towards any other costs involved in a journey, they should, in confidence make this known to the Headteacher, who in consultation with the Chairman of the Governors, will endeavour to remit charges.
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