Assessment Policy
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                                Heacham Junior School

                                Assessment Policy 

1 
Introduction

1.1
We believe that effective assessment provides information to improve teaching and learning. We give our children regular feedback on their learning so that they understand what it is that they need to do better. This allows us to base our lesson plans on a detailed knowledge of each pupil. We give parents regular reports on their child’s progress so that teachers, children and parents are all working together to raise standards for all our children.

2
Aims and objectives

2.1
The aims and objectives of assessment in our school are:

· to enable our children to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do in their work;

· to help our children understand what they need to do next to improve their work;

· to allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of each child;

· to provide regular information for parents that enables them to support their child’s learning;

· to provide the headteacher and governors with information that allows them to make judgements about the effectiveness of the school.

Heacham Junior School is an inclusive school. By continuous assessment  we aim to ensure that particular groups of pupils are not disadvantaged in school and promote their participation and success.

· girls and boys

· minority  ethnic groups, including faith groups, Travellers, asylum seekers and refugees

· pupils who need support to learn English as an additional language (EAL)

· pupils with special educational needs

· gifted and talented pupils

· children “looked after” by the local authority

· sick children

· young carers

· those children from families under stress

· those pupils who are at risk of disaffection and exclusion

3
Planning for assessment

3.1   Assessment opportunities are identified at the planning stage.

Teacher assessments are made by

· Planning assessment opportunities so that all children are assessed on a regular and continuous basis

· Ensuring that all children are given the opportunity to  demonstrate what they know, understand or can do through a variety of assessment techniques 

· Carrying out assessments as part of the normal classroom activities

· Using formal and informal techniques 

· Recording noteworthy occasions where children show achievement

3.2 We plan our lessons with clear learning objectives. We base these upon the teacher’s detailed knowledge of each child. We strive to ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to each child’s level of ability. Our lesson plans make clear the expected outcomes for each lesson and these learning objectives are shared with children at the beginning of each lesson. We  note those individual children who do not achieve at the expected level for the lesson, and we use this information when planning for the next lesson. 

4
Recording

4.1
We recognise various methods of assessing a child’s learning. The type of assessment that we make varies from subject to subject. We think that it is unnecessary to keep a formal record of all these assessments; we record only information that affects future learning. 

4.2       We take the objectives for individual lessons from the national frameworks for      

literacy and numeracy and the learning objectives outlined in the programmes     of study in the National Curriculum. These learning objectives form the basis of our four year curriculum plan. Our teachers record the progress of each child against these learning objectives electronically using ‘Classroom Monitor’. This software package stores information about the progress of each child throughout their career at Heacham Junior School. Progress in literacy and numeracy is recorded against APP levels and all other areas of the National curriculum against National Curriculum objectives and level of attainment statements. 

4.3       Progress is also recorded termly on the ‘Norfolk Tracker’ system which shows  

those children who are making the appropriate rate of progress and highlights those children who may need intervention programmes.

5
Reporting to parents

5.1 We have a range of strategies that keep parents fully informed of their child’s      

           progress in school. We encourage parents to contact the school if they have             

           concerns about any aspect of their child’s work. 
5.2 In the autumn and spring terms we offer parents the opportunity to meet their   

child’s teacher. At the first meeting of the school year we review the targets that we have identified for their child. In the spring term we  issue an ‘interim’ report which outlines the child’s progress and their attitude to their work and also discuss their child’s progress against targets set. 

5.3
During the summer term we give all parents a written report of their child’s progress and achievements during the year. In this report we also identify target areas for the next school year. We write individual comments on all subjects of the National Curriculum and on religious education. We  include a space for parental feedback. 

5.4     In reports for pupils in Year 6 we also provide details of the levels achieved in the   

          national tests. 

5.5     Each of our teachers gives parents a half - termly outline that identifies the main    

          areas of study for that particular class. 

6 Feedback to pupils

6.1
We believe that feedback to pupils is very important, as it tells them how well they have done and what they need to do next in order to improve their work. We have an agreed marking policy, as this ensures that we all mark in the same way.

6.2
We give children verbal feedback on their work whenever possible. We usually do this when the children are working during the lesson although we sometimes give feedback on a particular lesson at the beginning of the next one. When lesson time does not allow for verbal feedback, we write comments on the children’s work during marking. Comments will usually be linked to the learning objectives for that lesson. (See Marking Policy)
6.3
We encourage the children to make comments about their own work and the work of fellow pupils. We encourage older pupils to be the first markers of some pieces of work. 

7
Consistency

7.1
All curriculum co-ordinators will follow a programme of monitoring and evaluating teaching and learning within their subject area. Sampling of literacy and numeracy takes place termly as part of the moderation process for ‘Assessing Pupil Progress’ (APP) Portfolios of examples are compiled for future reference, By doing this teachers have a common understanding of the expectations in each subject and ensure that we make consistent judgements about standards in the school.

8
Monitoring and review

8.1
Our assessment co-ordinator is responsible for monitoring the implementation of this policy. The co-ordinator should ensure that assessment activities have been carried out as agreed and may observe the policy being implemented in the classroom. 
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Date:













